
National Startup Awards 2020

The results of the first edition of the National 
Startup Awards were declared by Hon’ble 
Minister of Railways and Commerce & Industry 
Shri Piyush Goyal, in the august presence of 
Hon’ble Minister of State for Commerce & 
Industry Shri Som Parkash. Shri Piyush Goyal 
congratulated the participants for building 
innovative products and scalable enterprises, 
emphasizing the key role that startups are 
playing and will continue to play in steering 
the nation towards greater heights. He also 
congratulated DPIIT for conceptualizing 
and executing the awards, recognizing and 
rewarding the startup talent in the country. 
Shri Som Parkash talked about the success 
of the Startup India initiative in building a 
strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation 
and entrepreneurship across the length and 
breadth of the country. He emphasized how 
586 out of 739 districts have atleast one 
startup. He commended the role of DPIIT in 
conducting the awards, which will inspire the 
younger generation to become job creators 
than job seekers. 

Shri Guruprasad Mohapatra, Secretary, 
DPIIT, Government of India highlighted how 
each of the 28 states and 8 Union Territories 
have at least one startup, with large amounts 
of global capital being invested in these 
companies and generating handsome returns. 
He congratulated the winners and finalists, 
announcing that opportunities would be 
extended to all the winners and finalists for 
further growth. 

Shri Anil Agrawal, Joint Secretary, DPIIT 
remarked how the execution of National 
Startup Awards has been a journey to explore 

the spread and depth of entrepreneurship 
based on innovation in India. 

He further acknowledged the role that 
Government of India and States officers have 
played in supporting startups at different 
levels. He appreciated Startup India Division, 
PwC and Startup India team for carrying out 
the exercise diligently and meticulously. 

The felicitation ceremony was accompanied by 
the release of an e-Report on National Startup 
Awards 2020 highlighting the journey of First 
National Startup Awards including details of 
winners. The report can be accessed  here with 
further details available on our website here.
You can watch the full award ceremony here.
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Applications Received and Trends
The first edition of the Awards invited 
applications across 12 sectors, which were further 
sub-classified into a total of 35 categories. These 
12 sectors are Agriculture, Education, Enterprise 
Technology, Energy, Finance, Food, Health, 
Industry 4.0, Space, Security, Tourism and Urban 
Services. Apart from these, startups are to be 
selected from those which create impact in rural 
areas, are women-led and founded in academic 
campuses.

A total of 1641 applications were received from 
startups spread across 23 States and 4 Union 
Territories. 38% of these applicants (620) were 
from Tier II/Tier III cities. The applicants included 
654 Women-led, 165 academic institution based 
and 331 startups working in rural areas. The 
maximum applications were received from 
Enterprise Technology sector, followed by Health 
and Industry 4.0. Karnataka, Maharashtra and 

Delhi had the highest number of applicants at 
336, 215 and 136 each. The finalists represented 20 
states and Union Territories with the winners 
coming from 9 states and 1 Union Territory. At the 
city level, 12 winners are from Bengaluru, 7 from 
Delhi, 3 from Hyderabad and 2 each from 
Chennai, Mumbai and Mysuru. The fact that we 
have a national winner each from Bhopal, 
Ernakulam, Gurugram, Kochi, Lucknow, Margao, 
Sonipat and Thiruvananthapuram - is evidence 
that exceptional innovation is thriving much 
beyond the metros. 

Also, 31 applications were received from 
Incubators and 10 applications were received 
from Accelerators. The fact that they came from 
government as well as private sectors, 
demonstrates the depth of innovation ecosystem 
in the country.
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Applications Received
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Evaluation Process and Methodology
A robust four stage evaluation methodology was 
evolved to assess these entities on parameters 
namely Innovation, Scalability, Economic Impact, 
Social Impact, Environmental Impact, and 
Inclusiveness and Diversity. After three rounds of 
detailed evaluation, 199 startups were selected 
for presentation before the jury. 192 out of these 
made presentations before the 15 specialist jury 
panels. The jury comprised of distinguished 
individuals from industry, investment specialists, 
academia, startup ecosystem and government. 
And, they have all worked overtime during Covid19 
situation to identify the best of entities that are 
innovative and are delivering measurable 
development goals.

9 incubators and 5 Accelerators were selected 
after three rounds of evaluation for presentation 
before Jury Panel. All of them gave presentations 
before the Jury. 

36 Startups, including that of 3 special categories, 
across 12 sectors and 35 categories were declared 
winners. One incubator and one accelerator were 
declared winners.  

Right from Agriculture to Space, these awards 
reflect the innovation that is thriving at the 
grass-root in all areas of human endeavour. Many 
of these entities are working on truly world class, 
game changing solutions. Many them are 
providing out of the box solutions for solving real 
life problems of rural India. They are creating 
products and services which are accessible to all, 
irrespective of geographical locations or social 
strata. They have created viable business models 
out of frugal innovation and are fulfilling critical 
needs of our society. 
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The event and its participants were  
congratulated and encouraged by our jury Debjani 
Ghosh, President, ASSOCHAM and Ritesh 
Agarwal, Founder and CEO, Oyo Rooms among 
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others on their social media posts. This support 
was extended by ministers of the central and 
state governments, with the event and its winners 
being widely shared and congratulated. 

NSA through Social Media
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The event saw heavy engagement across social 
media platforms. On twitter, 
#NationalStartupAwards2020 was the #2 
trending topic with over 5,000 tweets and 1.1 
million impressions on the website. The awards 

and subsequent posts also saw commendable 
traction on other social media platforms like 
Facebook and LinkedIn. The awards were also 
widely covered in news media. 

National Startup Awards 2020
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The startup cells of various state governments 
along with ministers of states like Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Kerala, Telangana and Goa shared 
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extensively about the winning startups from their 
state and congratulated DPIIT for hosting such an 
impactful event. 

We also saw the winning and finalist startups 
thanking DPIIT for this recognition and sharing it 
widely among their social media handles. Various 
incubators like T-Hub, IITM Incubation Cell, TiE, 

Bharat Petroleum among others also shared 
extensively about the startups from their 
respective cohorts. 
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The Startup India Showcase
The ‘Startup India Showcase’, a part of the 
Startup India portal, is intended to be an online 
discovery platform for the most promising 
startups of the country. The startups showcased 
here shall be handpicked by experts and will span 
across different sectors like FinTech, EdTech, 
Social Impact among others. The showcase will 

help industry, investors and public authorities find 
and connect with startups for potential 
partnerships, investments and public 
procurement respectively. This showcase will help 
the ecosystem connect with them better while 
also serving as an inspiration.

National Startup Awards 2020
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Blockchain-based Certificate 
Verification System
The ‘Blockchain-based Certificate Verification 
System’ will enable instant verification and 
access to certificates of recognitions issued by 
DPIIT. This feature introduces an added layer of 
security to the startup certificates. It can be 
accessed by Government Departments, 

procurement entities, investors, and other third 
parties to verify status of recognized startups for 
accessing different opportunities.
More information on both these projects may be 
viewed here. 

National Startup Awards 2020
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The Next Stage of the 
Startup Growth Story
A cash prize of Rs 5 Lakh each is being awarded to 
each winner startup and a cash prize of Rs 15 lakh 
each is being awarded to winner incubator and 
accelerator. Along with this, all finalists will be 
given opportunities to help their startup grow and 
scale by DPIIT. The department will be 
handholding the startups in their growth journey 
through: 

1) Mentorship Program: Specific mentorship 
programs that are being ideated with partners 
like NASSCOM, ASSOCHAM, CII, FICCI, Indian 
Angel Network, and TiE among others.

2) Investor Connect: DPIIT shall organize specific 
pitching sessions for potential investments. These 
will be done in coordination with partner 
organizations like SIDBI, IVCA, Indian Angel 
Network, Mumbai Angels, and other angel 
networks. 

3) Corporate Connect: The department shall be 
formulating a corporate connect program in 
association with CII, FICCI, NASSCOM, 

ASSOCHAM, PHDCCI, and other relevant 
organizations.

4) Government Connect:  Government Connect 
Programs shall be organized to connect all of you 
with relevant departments of Government of 
India and State Governments to explore pilot 
projects. 

5) International Market Access: For startups 
interested in exploring markets abroad, 
discussions are being held with Indian Missions 
and High Commissions abroad to develop market 
access programs for NSA finalists.

6) Regulatory Reforms: Support on any regulatory 
reforms if needed, or any assistance in getting 
authorizations, licences etc.

7) Startup India Showcase: All finalists will be 
onboarded to the ‘Startup India Showcase’ - a 
virtual online discovery platform for the most 
promising startups of the country. 

National Startup Awards 2020
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WINNERS NSA 2020
National Startup Awards 2020

1. Agriculture Mandya Organic Foods 
Private Limited 

They have enabled farmers to develop 
high yield organic products leading to 
increased self-reliance, economic 
independence, and growth of 
farmers. 

SN Sector

Farmer Engagement 
and Education

Subsector Company Name Product Description

2. Agriculture Allied Areas 
(Fisheries, 
Poultry, etc.)

Cornext  Agri Products 
Private Limited   

Their innovation enhances availability 
of high-quality green fodder, in the 
form of Silage, for cattle herders. This 
ensuring availability of quality food 
for better cattle health and increase 
in milk yield. 

3. Agriculture Post Harvest Intello Labs 
Private Limited    

They have digitized food quality 
assessment across the supply chain 
from farm to table enhancing value 
addition for farmers and food 
processing industry.

4. Agriculture Productivity Nava Design 
& Innovation 
Private Limited      

They have developed a solar powered 
robotic device for coconut sap 
tapping. The product provides an 
environmentally friendly tool to 
increase productivity and safety.

5. Education Access to 
Open Education

Kickhead Softwares 
Private Limited         

This open education platform enables 
students from the remotest areas of 
the country to prepare for 
competitive exams by providing 
access to high quality content at 
nominal costs.

6. Education Access to 
Institutional 
Education

Robotguru Education 
Technologies 
Private Limited        

The VR RobotGuru solution allows 
students to understand topics better 
by enabling them to explore, 
experience and perform activities and 
experiments.    

7. Energy Clean Energy Aloe Ecell 
Private Limited  

They have developed the world's first 
100% eco-friendly and non-hazardous 
1.5V AA size batteries from Aloe Vera.

8. Energy Energy Efficiency Esyasoft Technologies 
Private Limited    

By introducing AI, machine learning 
and deep learning analytics into a 
smart grid platform, this product 
supports enhancing energy efficiency 
of the transmission and distribution 
system till the end consumer level.
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9. Enterprise 
Technology

Enterprise 
Solutions

Unnati Online 
Private Limited  

Unnati Online is an automated 
platform for recruitment of skilled 
and semi-skilled workers in formal 
and informal sectors.

10. Finance Fintech Resilient Innovations 
Private Limited        

BharatPe is a platform enabling UPI 
payments and lending along with 
other financial services to merchants 
belonging to the SME sector.

11. Food Access to Food Food Cloud 
Private Limited        

This platform empowers homemakers 
to become entrepreneurs from within 
their homes, while giving customers 
the chance to enjoy delicious and 
healthy homemade meals without 
cooking.

12. Food Food Processing God’s Own Food 
Solutions Private 
Limited (OPC)       

By development of jackfruit flour, the 
firm is creating an organized market 
for jackfruits from India, augmenting 
farmers’ income in the lean months of 
summer.   

13. Health Access to Healthcare Wellthy Therapeutics
Private Limited     

They have created a condition 
management solution that can be 
remotely monitored and managed by 
physicians and healthcare workers, 
reducing the need for physical 
interventions. This can be a game 
changer for ensuring quality chronic 
condition management for all.   

14. Health Diagnostics Niramai Health 
Analytix Private 
Limited     

By offering a solution for early 
detection of breast cancer, this 
product is a game changer for 
reducing health complications and 
fatalities.  

SN Sector Subsector Company Name Product Description

15. Health Life Sciences Bonayu Lifesciences 
Private Limited 

They have developed a patented 
manufacturing platform for topical 
thin films for higher drug loading, fast 
dissolution, excellent muco-adhesion, 
taste, masking and delayed release.

16. Health Medical Devices Innaumation Medical 
Devices Private Limited 

They have developed a cost-effective 
device to enable persons who have lost 
their voice due to throat cancer to 
speak through this product.
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24. Security Cyber Security Lucideus Tech 
Private Limited 

Their product SAFE is a unique product 
in the cybersecurity market that covers 
100% of the technology stack of an 
organization for evaluating enterprise 
level Cyber Risk Quantification (CRQ).

25. Space Launch Vehicles Skyroot 
Aerospace 
Private Limited 

With the commissioning of ‘Vikram 
Launch Vehicle’ the firm is on way to 
develop one of the most cost-effective 
small satellite launch vehicles in the 
world.

17. Industry 
4.0

3D Printing Fabheads Automation
Private Limited

This company has developed a 3D 
printer with capabilities to use carbon 
fibre as the raw material. The firm is 
one of the few companies in the world 
to have this technology. 

18. Industry 
4.0

Augmented 
Reality Products 
or Wearables

Scapic Innovations 
Private Limited

Their product enables brands to create 
3D and AR experiences without the 
need of writing any code while 
distributing it through cloud and web 
with no app installations required.

19. Industry 
4.0

Big Data UptimeAI Tech 
Private Limited

UptimeAI operationalizes artificial 
intelligence to the needs of plant 
engineers enabling them to predict 
equipment and performance issues in 
advance before they become 
significant failures. 

20. Industry 
4.0

Computer Vision Gingermind 
Technologies 
Private Limited

They have developed Wearable 
Products to support the visually 
impaired for living independently. This 
has the potential to change the 
existing paradigm in the abilities of the 
visually impaired.

21. Industry 
4.0

Internet of Things Minionlabs India 
Private Limited

This is an IoT based platform for 
increasing energy efficiency levels 
using Machine Learning and AI to 
derive actionable insights for various 
real estate establishments.

22. Industry 
4.0

Robotics Planys Technologies 
Private Limited

They have developed an ‘Underwater 
Remote Operated Vehicle’ for 
underwater inspections and surveys.

23. Security Citizen Security 
Solutions

Staqu Technologies 
Private Limited

Using AI and other intelligent tools, the 
firm has developed solutions to 
identify repeat offenders.

SN Sector Subsector Company Name Product Description
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26. Space Satellite Technologies Dhruva Space 
Private Limited 

Their capabilities in development of 
small satellite constellations for Earth 
Observation and other scientific 
applications on account of modular 
designs will reduce the development 
time and manufacturing costs.

27. Space Satellite Technologies Bellatrix Aerospace 
Private Limited 

Their electric propulsion systems 
offering effective alternative 
technology to chemical propulsion that 
offers 10 times more specific impulse 
(fuel efficiency), 3 times more payload 
carrying capacity, and reduces the 
mission cost by half.

28. Tourism Hospitality Feeinsta Consulting 
& Services 
Private Limited 

This firm has developed products such 
as smart e-toilets, smart nap zones 
and other public convenience services 
that can be retrofitted at any transit 
location and availed through the 
mobile app.

29. Tourism Travel Planning 
and Discovery

Param People 
Infotech Solutions 
Private Limited  

Their product enables travellers to 
ideally plan their trip by discovering 
facilities and transact with verified 
highway services and amenities.

30. Urban 
Services

Construction/ 
Development 
Monitoring Solutions

SNPC Machines 
Private Limited  

They have developed an automated 
brick manufacturing and laying 
machine, with a potential to greatly 
increase efficiency in construction.

31. Urban 
Services

Traffic Management Wickedride 
Adventure Services 
Private Limited  

This bike sharing service will be 
extremely beneficial not just in tier-I 
cities, but also tier-II and III cities. The 
impact of this service would be 
profound in the context of urban 
mobility.

32. Urban 
Services

Waste Management Sukriti Social 
Foundation 

They have developed smart toilets 
with hygiene maintenance, black 
water treatment, and centralized 
health monitoring systems. This is a 
complete sanitation solution which 
enables effective waste management 
and treatment.  

33. Urban 
Services

Water and 
Water Networks

Taraltec Solutions 
Private Limited 

The clean water innovation is a 
solution that can be retrofitted to the 
borewell hand pumps to provide safe 
water for those who continue to use 
this due to lack of other options. 

SN Sector Subsector Company Name Product Description
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Campus-Initiated Industry 4.0 Robotics Genrobotic 
Innovations 
Private Limited

The one of its kind human-controlled 
robot, Bandicoot is a complete 
solution to end manual scavenging. 
This startup was founded in 2015 in 
MES Engineering College, 
Kuttippuram, Kerala.  

Startups Sector Subsector Company Name Brief

Rural Impact Education Access 
to Open 
Education

Bodhami 
Private Limited

Driven by Artificial intelligence, the 
product offers personalized online 
learning platform that caters to 
students, job seekers, and employees.  

Women-Led Healthcare Life 
Sciences

Azooka Labs 
Private Limited

They have created a unique class of 
safe nucleic acid stains and fluorescent 
stains for genomics research and 
molecular diagnostics. 

Special Category Winners

Award Accelerator 

Winner Brigade Real Estate Accelerator Program

Top Accelerator 

Award Incubator

Winner Villgro Innovations Foundation

Top Incubator
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